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Heart of the Rockies Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) will celebrate its 25th year 
together in 2018. We continue to be a community of people who truly love God and 
serve others – because we want to, not because we have to.  In doing so, lives are 
changed. Your love and labor makes this kind of community a reality. Thank you! 

This year has been a transitional one for our congregation, as we faithfully seek and 
eagerly await our next Associate Minister. We’ll do something that's not unfamiliar to our 
congregation as we anticipate this new chapter in our ministry together - taking a leap 
of faith in growing our budget to meet the needs of our community. We hope you will 
take a leap of faith in your generosity, too! 

Our ministry with children, youth, and young adults continues to grow, and we know 
investing in an Associate Minister who takes primary responsibility for those areas of 
ministry  - while also serving in wider-church ways - will sustain that growth.  We're 
grateful for the 10 new Disciples we've welcomed so far in 2017, including one by 
baptism and one by confirmation. 

Thank you for making it possible for us to faithfully live out our mission of Loving God. 
Serving others. Changing lives. 

This narrative budget illustrates the value of our financial contributions. As you read 
about the unique gifts of this life-giving community, join us in prayerfully considering how 
you will include Heart of the Rockies in your giving commitments in 2018. 

In faith, 
Your Church Board & Finance Team 
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FROM THE HEART



 

We strive to love God by covenanting to build relationships with God and all God's 

people. One of the primary ways we do this is through our worship,  

including the music that inspires us and draws into more joyful praise.  

 

LOVING GOD.
Jesus said to him, 

“You shall love the Lord your God 

with all your heart, 

and with all your soul, 

and with all your mind." 

Matthew 22:37

This year, we hosted guest preachers once a month to hear a variety of voices proclaim the Gospel 
that we know is intended to be read and interpreted by us all. Preachers special to Heart of the 
Rockies' past and present graced the pulpit: Linda Harding, Brent Wiescamp, Cassie Poncelow, 
Christine Engelen, Erin Tyler, Donna Greene, Amanda Henderson, Jeff Wright, and Nanci Rathbun.   

In May, we shared stories in worship about how our building has inspired our ministry beyond these 
walls as part of our boldest Building Fund Campaign to date. From building superintendent Jack 
Krueger to original mortgage signer Barbara Albert, we were inspired in generosity to raise nearly 
$150,000 in commitments for the coming year--enough to pay off our mortgage nearly two years 
early in June 2018 and thus give us more freedom and flexibility in our mission and ministry. 

Each week, our clergy, program staff, and lay leaders spend over 30 hours in preparation to lead an 
hour of worship that is relevant, meaningful, and a balance between comforting and challenging. 
Over 80 people are part of our Sunday morning server schedule, which includes everything from
prepping donuts and coffee to setting up sound and projection to welcoming people as they come 
through the doors, some for the first time.  In 2017, we've been welcoming first-time visitors monthly. 

Children's Worship & Wonder is faith formation that provides an environment for children to 
encounter the living God directly through age-appropriate worship.  This year, we expanded Alpha 
& Omega (age 3 - grade 3) to a weekly format, inspired by last year's increasing participation to 12-
15 worshippers each time. Club 456 (grades 4-6) now joins in Worship & Wonder on the first, third, 
and fifth Wednesdays of the month, while spending the second and fourth Wednesdays of the 
month adventuring off-site into fun and faith. 

A growing family that has just made the 
commitment to finding a community where their 
squirmy, question-filled kids are not only tolerated 
but embraced and celebrated. 
A single parent whose youngest child just left for 
college, leaving the realization that those years 
invested in providing for his kids has left his own 
physical, emotional, and spiritual needs unmet. 
An octogenarian couple seeking a place where 
they can share their life experiences and gain a 
sense of purpose and meaning in their last years.
A young professional new to the area who misses 
her home church and the opportunities they gave 
her to lead in worship.

Your 2018 giving might make way for: 

This includes a percentage of our pastors' compensation, 
administrative and facilities budgets; 

Children's Ministry budget; new SALT budget;  
and our Music Director's compensation.



 

We seek to serve others by modeling Jesus' way in the world: 

seeing those who might otherwise be invisible and giving of ourselves in ways that 

allow us to come alongside them.   

 

SERVING OTHERS.
You were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; 

only don’t let this freedom 

be an opportunity to indulge 

your selfish impulses, 

but serve each other through love. 

Galatians 5:13 

What began as an act of kindness between families in our congregation officially became its 
own non-profit this year! Kids at Heart has supported over 1,000 kids in foster, adoptive, or 
kinship families since 2001. A HeartMinistry Team is now a mission partner!  Here are others: 
     Faith Family Hospitality: In partnership with Plymouth Congregational UCC, we've hosted   
     four families experiencing homelessness five times this year. Additionally, members of our     
     congregation are serving as volunteer project managers for FFH's transitional house. 
     Laurel Elementary:  In addition to weekly volunteers, we donate needed supplies. 
     Tennyson Center: Through opportunities like Operation Santa, we strengthen this ministry 
     that provides services to kids who are survivors of severe abuse or neglect. 
     Fort Collins Interfaith Council:  Addresses issues of community concern; mobilizes faith-  
     based teamwork to respond to basic human needs. 
     Equal Exchange: For two years in a row, we've been the #1 Disciples congregation in sales 
     of fairly-traded chocolate, coffee, olive oil, etc. Sales support small farmers world-wide. 

Our members and friends have also collaborated on the following ministries: 
     Slammin' Famine: 20 youth and adults packing enough food to feed 20 kids for a year!   
     Harvest of the Heart Community Garden: Over 700 pounds ($600+ value!) of produce 
     donated to local agencies that distribute fresh food to those in need, like the FoCo Cafe. 
     Youth mission trips: 17 youth and five adults built relationships and gave themselves in 
     service in Rowlett, TX, and Laramie, WY. FAQ: "Where will we go next year?!" 
     Week of Compassion: Over $7,000 raised for the relief, refugee, and development mission 
     fund of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) to support those devastated by fall storms. 
     SKYhill:  The kids' campus intended for our 11 acres moved forward another big step with 
     the reconstitution of the 501(c)3's Board, including five members from Heart of the Rockies. 
     Special Day offerings:  We receive four offerings throughout the year that allow us to 
     support the work of the wider church in its efforts at reconciliation, church planting, etc. 

A partnership between our youth and youth at the 
Fort Collins Islamic Center.
The first family to enter Faith Family 
Hospitality's emerging transitional housing program 
made possible by volunteer labor.
A family to start up a stand at the farmers' market 
to distribute produce from the Community Garden 
while meeting people looking for a church home.
A high schooler to experience her first sense of a 
call to ministry on a youth mission trip.
An at-risk student gaining a new mentor.

Your 2018 giving might make way for: 

This includes a percentage of our pastors' 
compensation, administrative and facilities budgets; Outreach 

Team budget; Youth budget; our giving to Disciples Mission Fund. 



God is changing us into a people who truly love God and serve others – 

because we want to, not because we have to.  In turn, when we love God 

and serve others, not only are our lives changed; others' are as well. 

CHANGING LIVES.
So if anyone is in Christ, 

there is a new creation: 

everything old has passed away; 

see, everything has become new! 

2 Corinthians 5:17 

This year, a Board-commissioned Governance Team developed a proposal for an experimental 
model for day-to-day ministry. SALT - Seasonal Action Leadership Teams - will allow us to live 
into one of our five priorities - developing a personal sense of service as discipleship - by 
engaging more people in short-term commitments that are intentionally spiritually 
nourishing. Every 6-8 weeks, 6-8 people study the upcoming season's scriptures to identify a 
common thread that will weave together our worship, fellowship, and study for that season. 

Three youth were partnered with adult mentors for the Tour of Life, seeking to experience God’s 
hand at work in all stages of their lives.  From following a prayer labyrinth to serving Faith Family 
Hospitality, we talked and walked our faith.  From this experience, we baptized one young 
person and confirmed another on the Sunday after Easter. 

Twelve youth completed "Just Say Know," a sexuality and spirituality curriculum led by four 
trusted and trained adults, receiving factual knowledge coupled with spiritual insights 
empowering each youth to make the best decisions for their lives. 

Over 25 youth attended (and five of our adults served at) our regional camp, La Foret, where 
they learned more about God's love in their lives and experienced life in intentional community. 

Over 50 people of all ages gathered at Glendo State Park for a weekend in God's creation, 
deepening existing relationships and forging new ones; joining together to paddle and play; 
worshiping over potluck meals and pancake communion. 

We celebrated nearly 10 years of faithful ministry with our Office Manger, Katie Hinojosa, and 
welcomed our new Executive Assistant, Dustin Hawks. 

A newly sober co-worker to find hope and 
community this holiday season through an invitation 
to Heart of the Rockies.
A foster family to catch its breath and make it 
through another week thanks to discovering Kids at 
Heart's twice monthly Fundangos.
A high schooler struggling with his sexual
orientation and identity to find confidence and 
courage through "Just Say Know," a faith-based 
curriculum on sex and sexuality.
A young couple struggling with fertility to find 
solidarity and support in Younger at Heart peers.

Your 2018 giving might make way for: 

This includes a percentage of our pastors' compensation, 
administrative and facilities budgets, including support for Kids 

at Heart; Education budget; Youth & Children's Ministry budgets. 



...arrange in advance for this bountiful gift...

so that it may be ready as a voluntary gift...

Each of you must give as you have made up your mind,

not reluctantly or under compulsion,

for God loves a cheerful giver.

2 Corinthians 9:5-7

We are excited by the continued commitment of our members and friends. As we grow our ministries 
and our community, we count each of you as a resource for ministry and mission. With the generous gifts
of those in our congregation and beyond our doors, we are building the church for today and tomorrow.
Thank you for your part in building this extraordinary community. 

INCOME

Heart of the Rockies 

Financial Commitments in 2017

taking a step up

If each of us took "a step up," we'd 
increase our total capacity for 

ministry and mission by $75,000 in 
2018.  That would not only sustain us 

as we welcome our new pastor; it 
would also allow us to look toward 
continued growth in size and faith 
formation and commitment to our 
priorities of children and youth, 

worship, and discipleship.

*This was a one-time, special gift given to cover the cost of parking lot repairs.  

A budget is first and foremost a faith statement - it reflects our beliefs, values, and priorities. 
We share these numbers as a way to understand what kind of commitment it takes on the part 
of each person in our community to realize our hopes and dreams for ministry. 

The financial resources needed for ministry in 2018 will increase over 2017 as we welcome a 
second pastor. Our 2018 General Fund goal includes compensation for our new Associate 
Minister. (Note: This does not include our Building Fund--that's currently for our mortgage.) 

Our goal is to increase the amount we receive in estimates of giving as a tangible 
measure of the investment in mission of our members and friends.    



Each one of us is able to give at different levels and in a variety of ways. The following chart helps you situate
your financial giving in terms of a percentage of your income. Consider giving as a subversive act—striking a 
balance between your personal needs and sharing your gifts with the world. 

Give not because you must, but because you want to express your gratitude for the abundance in your life. 
Today and in the coming years, we invite you to consider working toward a giving goal. 

Consider taking an inventory of where your money goes. 

Ask yourself—does my giving reflect my values? Look at the total you give to the church and other 
organizations and compare it to other expenditures in your life. Do you spend more on your cell phone bill than
you give away? Do you spend more eating out then you do on sharing what you have so others may eat? 

There are no right and wrong answers, just an ever-present challenge to live into our values through the 
spiritual practice of giving.  When we recognize and acknowledge our abundance, we are freed from the 
narrative of scarcity that our culture perpetrates. Consider your giving a counter-cultural act! 

TOOLS FOR GIVING



Loving God. Serving others. Changing lives.


